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Cortland

Home and an Odd Fellows Orphans' Home. The surrounding district yields farm products, cotton, livestock, and petroleum, for which the city serves as a central market. The first continuing oil production in Texas is said to have been located within the city limits in 1894, and the first oil refinery in the State was established here; p. 15,200.

Corsite, also known as Napoleonite, a variety of diorite, obtained near Ajaccio, Corsica. When cut through and polished it makes a beautiful ornamental stone, showing on its surface groups of rounded spots an inch or more in diameter which, on minute examination, are seen to consist of crystals radiating from a centre.

Corslet, a breastplate, light cuirass, or sleeveless coat of mail or leather, worn by foot-soldiers in the i6th and iyth centuries.

Corso, the Italian 'race' or 'race-course,' applied sometimes to the main street of a town. The most famous is the Corso at Rome, the ancient Via Flaminia, nearly a m. in length, along which, during carnival, processions of maskers and gaily decorated carriages pass, waging mimic warfare with flowers and confetti.

Corson, Hiram (1828-1911), American educator. He was assistant librarian of the Smithsonian Institution at Washington, and lecturer at Girard College, Philadelphia, until his acceptance of the professorship of English literature in St. John's College, Annapolis, Md., in 1866. In 1870 he was appointed professor of English literature at Cornell, a position which he held until 1903. His best-known books are An Introduction to the Study of Robert Browning's Poetry (1886) and An Introduction to the Study of Shakespeare (1889).

Cort, Cornells, (c. 1533-78), Dutch engraver, was born in Hoorn. His work includes engravings of paintings by Raphael, Titian, Michelangelo, Clovio, and other famous artists.

Cortelyou, George Bruce (1862-1940), was secretary to Presidents McKinley and Roosevelt, 1898-1903, and subsequently, Chairman of the Republican National Committee (1904-07), Postmaster General (1905-07), and Secretary of the Treasury (1907-09).

Cortes, the name given to the legislative authority in Spain. It consists of a Senate and a Congress or Chamber of Deputies. The Portuguese legislature is also known as the Cortes. See SPAIN; PORTUGAL.

Cortes, Hernando, (1485-1547), Spanish

soldier and conqueror of Mexico, was born in Mcdellin, a village of Estremadura, Spain; distinguished himself under Vclnr<quez in the conquest of Cuba, 1511. Having been commissioned by Velasquez to undertake' the conquest of Mexico, newly discovered by Juan de Grijalva, he set sail from St. Jago do Cuba, February 1519. He had barely touched at Trinidad when Velasquez sent orders to supersede him. Disregarding these, Cortes landed at Tabasco, March 25, and sailed along the coast until he reached what is now Vera Cruz. Against Cortes and his army the Cholulans, allies of Montczuma, chief of the Aztecs, after receiving them, formed a plot; but Cortes circumvented their treachery, destroying large numbers of them without losing a soldier. Marching now to Tcnochtitlan, the Aztec capital, Cortes and his men were received there, Nov. 8, 1519, as divinities. Although similar conilicts with the Aztecs, the Tlascalans and with rival Spanish expeditions, recurred frequently, Cortes remained successful and his control was unbroken.

Cortes developed the mining and agricultural interests of the country, rewarding his men with grants of land, and pursuing generally a sagacious plan of colonization. Appointed governor and captain-general of New Spain in 1522, he dispatched expeditions which conquered Guatemala and Honduras. Superseded in the governorship by Estrada, Cortes went to Spain to answer his accusers, and the king created him Marquis del Valle de Oaxaca in 1528, and continued him as captain-general but not as civil governor of Mexico. Returning to Mexico in 1530, he discovered Lower California, 1536, and for ten years continued to send out exploring expeditions, but in 1540 returned to Spain. He was buried at Seville, but his remains were afterwards conveyed to Tezcuco, in Mexico.

Consult W. H. Prescott's History of the Conquest of Mexico; Helps' Life of Cortes.

Cortes, Sea of. See California, Gulf of.

Cortissoz, Royal (1869- ), Am. journalist and art critic, born N. Y. City; became art editor of the New York Tribune, a contributor to magazines, and a lecturer on art. His published work includes Art and Common Sense, 1913; Life of Whit daw Reid, 1921; American Artists, 1923. He has also edited Don Quixote and The Autobiography of Benvenuto Cellini.

Cortland, city, New York, county seat of Cortland co., on the Tioughmioga River. Its manufactures include drop forgings, wire, wire cloth and screens; p. 16,113.